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1994's SLACKER of the YEAR: The Buffalo News’ Entertainment Writer TONY Violanti

By Toany Billoni {and why he's glad not to be that other Tony...)

I'mn not him. ' him, doesn't it2 1 know it does
not the guy that is  because I've had enough Gen X
taking the time to  brats look crosseyed at me when |
wilte aboutl every  mention my name, 1T they even
“cool”™ band in  have the guts 1o tell me, | wsually
Western  MNew  find out that | {l mean the other guy)
York,  Say my  have not taken the time o review
name. It's pro- some tinny 4-track tape made in
nounced “Toe- their friend’s basement because
Kneg Bill-0n-  they sopped drinking beers long
rook Knee” (how about  emough to write five original songs.

THE OTHER
TCIH'\' m:‘l

that for an imagel. | think if | were him {the other guy) |

mwlt s not “Toe Knee  wouldn't write about them either.
Vil On  Tee, That is probably cur onby paint in
When you say it agreement, though,

?,m, three times fast it
984 Sleckerof  kind of sounds like | feel compelled to state again that |

am nod that other guy. Leave me
alone already. I'm ot the ome who
calls Neil Young an “old geezer”
ard then turns arcund in pralse
when Grand Dad Meil pours his

heart indo a
“What was he doing, 1ome 1o
watching the Three baby Kunt

5 hen Neil Cobain

Tesry misl

had Sonic Youthor h a2 v e
. . . missed the
ﬁm”hsfﬂrfmn point  of
opening for him...”  Pearl jam
and Blues

Travelers, among others, opening in
concert for the "Godfather of
Grunge.” He must have missed

Western New Yurk's Larest Selection of

I"I.I'EW OLD & HAHE
POSTERS OF ALL TYPES
ART POSTCARDS
CUSTOM FRAMING

AND MORE

Meil’s Rust MNewver Sheeps tour and
album which wrote the manual for
toeday's distartion guitar, What was
he doing, watching the Three
Stooges when Young had Sonic
Youth or Social Distortion opening
fror his comcerts kang before the term
mrunge existed! For the recond: obd
Meil the always seemed to be about
53) was never out in my book.

I'm alsa not the guy who signifies
EVEry major achievement in an
antist's career by comparing it 1o a
Beatle’s album. This, to me, is a
sress anomaly in the warld of rock

TS5 ELMWOOID AVE., » 383-3034 UG EE N i t TR =

What bo the Beatles have to do

LDOKJ'NG FOR A CERTAIN POSTER? CALL US!|with anything that is happening

today? | still listen to their records. |
even hear similarities to them in nes
music, What | find offensive is the
clumsy attemnpt at stuffing today's
achievements into a little cultural
niche like so many boses af sweets,
When | see written that LI2's Actung
Babwy is “their White Album” | won-
der in what way. Is it they ane at the
top of their game and they put
together a multi-faceted mish mash
of songs? Remember at that the
paint the Beatles were dishanding
and barely talking to each other.
What would U2 sound like if they
weren't such a calculating business
enterprise? What if their personalities
gal in the weay of thedir music?

Maybe rock writing today calls for
short hand critics and thumbnail
reviews, | stll miss the wild-eyed
rants of a Lester Bangs or the won-
drows connections of a Griel Marcus,
I can't lay all the Blame on him (e
other Torw), though, | think we can
both look in dishelief as still yet
another thumbnail noggin-brain
boldly declares the new Pearl Jam
releae to be the “nest Actung Babny®,
which rmakes it achually their White
Album, one step removed.  Coming
g next: the new Green Day: “Thelr
Newvermind.” Dig it kids and rock on
Ty Violanti the other Tony)




BEING IN A BUFFALO BAND

Several vears ago, as a local guitar plaver accepted his award
at the Buffalo Music Awards, | wondered at his pronouncement
that Buffalo was a hard place 1o find a gig.

He said something about the lack of venues willing to take a
chance on original music, nearly non-existent radio support and
an aut-of-touch media.

If sentiments such as these sound familiar it because they are
among the more common of gripes vou're likely to hear from a
local musician. | should kfiow: — | am one.

And in four years as a guitar playver with The Steam Donkeys
I've certainly done my fair share of griping about this communi-
tw's wiahility as a music town. Even with the recent acknowl-
edgement of local music by The Planet {107.7 FM), there's no
consistent radio-support for area bands.  The Buffalo News, the
only major daily (infact, to the best of my knowledge, the only
daily} newspaper in town, all but ignores local music, Sure, we
have several very good recording studios, supportive record
stores and, for a rust belt city, a surprising music-savwy public.
But wouldn't we all be better off in Nashville or Mew York or
Los Angeles?

That all depends on who you talk fo,

Michae! Campagna is a producer, composer and puitarist in
Los Angeles, He s also a former Buffalo musician who thinks

4 bands here shouldn't be too
Michael capagna: quick to pack their bags and
“I think Buffalo is headto LA

*I think Buffalo is an easy
- ﬂﬂ&‘]f p‘fl."l,ﬂe to place o get a gig,” Campagna
get a gig...

said during a recent visit. *In
LA, if you're in a rock band,

it's pay to-play. If vou want 1o play every day and make money?
Forget it. LA, s not the place to do it."

Campagna said musicians flock to California like movie stars
looking tomake it big in pictures.

“Every day,” he said. “Then they leave.”

Campagna blanched when asked if he could have attained
similar success if he had remained in Buffalo all these vears
(he moved to LANIn 19761 but said he probably would not
move there today. The main advantage to living there, he said,
is the shesr valume oftalent that lives thege. {

“You can take lessons in LA from Steve Vai,” he said.
“Before he died vou eould take lessons from Joe Pass. | don't

know that you'd run =
et [ IR ot Don Vincent (Pine Dogs):

Ive had some really. “It’s like a double-edged
goad experiences

e e | et sword... You can Ifaue.a
wouldnot have had ~ band and play gigs (in
here.”

Buffalo) but noone will

Dan Vincen— . €ber see vou. There's no

singer, songwriter
ane guitarigt for one
of Buffalo’ most popular hands, the Pine Dogs — shares
Campagna’s assessment of this area’s musical viability versus a
major music center like LA,

music industry here”

“It's like a du:uuhle-edged sword,” says” Vincent, *You can
have a band and play gigs (in Buffalo) but no one will ever see
you, There's no music industry here,”

Mo music industry™ in Buffalo significantly minimizes the
likelihood of a major-label AR rep happening to notice talent-
ed, undiscovered vou during your monthly show at Nietzsche's
or Broadway joe’s, According to Campagna and others, though,
the likelihood of that happening in LA, is the same.

“You can't walk into any of those places amyway,” Campagna
says of the major label offices headguartered in LA “If vou
make a big noise they're going to come and find you. A lot of
the bands getting signed are nat from LA, It seems the majority
of them come from other places,”

The same seerms to hold true in Nashville.

The only advantage of moving to a music hub is to network,”
says Buck Cluigley of the Steam Donkeys, who considered mov-
ing to Mashville several vears ago. *These are not the type of
people yvou are going to meet walking down the streets of
Buffalo. (But) unless vou know somebody down there don't

Cuigley, like many other area
(Steam Donkeys):
quality-oi-life considerations
Buffalo, vou
tions, a musical praject has to 'ff 3d
*If wou want to grow beyond Buffalo you have to leave,”
where 3 band lives,
*I don't think it matters where
Emile Latimer, Buffalo's foremost percussionist and, recently,

expect to go down there with a bunch of songs and get some
= Buck Quigley
musicians, agrees thal Buffale's

inexpensive housing and other “]'f vou want to
make it a'good place to start but grow beyond
cautions that, with rare excep-

”
travel in order to gain the kind of have to leave
recognition that will get the-amentionof a record [abel.
he said, “¥ou can't just send tapes out there.”

Vincent.agrees that tooring levels the playing field in terms of
ou've got to do it,” he'sald.
you are from. in that regard.”
winner of the Atvoice Music Awards” Al Tinney Lifetime
Achievement Award ; has performed in clubs on nearly every

‘continert during his long career, yet has lived here in Buffalo

since the the mid 1970s. He said he feels Buffalo is as good as
any other place to hone your craft but agrees that touring is the
key to commercial success.
« “¥oul can start a project here and then
take: it someplace else and be sucoessiul,”
he said. “It's very'hard to make a living as
a musician here. But if you don't want to
wiork here you don’t have to, But if you
do, you can, But you gotta go out there
and et it It's not going to walk up to
WOl

“Iwas lucky, ived in Mew York City.
You can bump into something there. You f
can't bump into anything here, You've
got to go-out and make something.”

Sec Betng tn & Busialo Band”
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DCAI

BAND
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These ara the bands, singers and musicians that yau should be listening to, supporting and watching
parform live whilg in Buffalo. Slack's first Local Band Directory, a comprenensive list of bands in Buffalo,
should have something lor everybody (from gentle acoustic duos to fire & brimstone death metal) and
lots and lots of information.... The info was compiled uging mail-in posteards filled out by local musi-
cians; so all the infa i straight from the source. W know there are a ot of bands missing, but same
didn't bather Lo gat back fo us and some we never gal in touch with in the first place (believe me, this

Wiz 4 lot of wark). The information for each band & listed in the order displayed by the 'key' ——me | Ligh of Releases
Well amyways, blah, blah.... Read on. Let SLACK be yaur guide throwgh the workd of Buffalo's local
bands. Find a band that interests you, ses them live, buy their tapes or CDs, support local music.

KEY:

Band Name
Description of Sound
Ne. of Members
Yoar

100 Imnnimals:

Brian Gristy 434-8330.

“meo-tipoie jazz, " & members, formed in 19592,
Releases- 1st demo, “Shallow Disco” & “Homesteadar,” Contact-

Acoustic Forum: “seven plece acoustic band, "7 mambers, formed

in 1989, Confact- Dave Rush 884-6855

Adam's Dad: “iike a cat caught in the engine of a '70 Buick Skylark, ™
3 members, Releases- “Brocolli fart- Just Hit The Ozone Last

Month” (1992). Contact- Jim 824-3980,

Amazing All My Children Band: “Suffalo’s most
tinderatted band, 4 members, Releases- “Lumber
Ghost" (CD 1994). Contact- The Amazing All My
Children Band, @ Hunting Rd, 8flo, NY 14215,

A Public Hanging: “ndustrial, dirge, nofse with 2
hasses, samples, drums and disforfed vocals, ™3
members, formed in 1992, Relaases- “Snuff Film
aoundtracks Nos. 1-5" (demo 1992), unrelasad
damo tape (1993), “Insect Politics" (unreleased
proma 3 song tapa), Contact- Joe (Shther)
Kalson 873-7714.

Big Happy Family: “Ithicalamestown infarsac-
lion, " 5 members, formed in 1992, Contact- Bob
James 8857420

Big Hair: “psychoacidiazzthrashpunkpoyeoun-
trvcove with & fiddle player, " 4 members, formed
in 1990. Releases- "E-ball" (demn), "Bughead”
(demo). Contaet: Too 4671-4804.

BoBo: “rock,” 4 members, formed in 1994,
Comact- Jimmer 885-28386,

Blue Fuzz: “industrial

THE AMAZING ALL MY

CHILIFEE™ BANTY

. TR anal 1 Al o T £

| G

Recently vined @ Bullika's kMoai
Unidermaied Bandl by Rilling
Saoee, The Az, All My

Chrildren Band has come lenb

with their Aines: and onlky CI,

“Lismber Ghost * Somewhers

betwe Guides] By Voo and

Thesy Might Be Glass, Lusinber i

a collection of seventesn off-ahe-

walHui-rockm’ numbers thae are
eenisdscen] of nofhing bed in
these pares fora leng time. . er,
ever, Indepencencly procduaced,
the Chikdren prove that i pow
wan something deo right.
o i voursel

By (M E

Butterslax: “guitar laden, pounding dripping vocals, ™3 members, formed
in 1993, Releasas- “Hoss Toof Grin," Corfact- Jogl 467-4804,

“guitar laden, pounding dripping vocals”

BLUTTERSLAX

Carpenter, Scoftt & The Real McCoys: “rock and roll. ™4 members,
formed 1993, Releases- & well maaning and inspired, self-titled cassette

release. Comiact- Scoft 9958-3342.

Colton, Glenn: ‘2 unigue Blend of rock, country, folk & pop, ™1
member, formed in 1985. Releasas- “Follow Your Dreams”
(cassatta).

Crawlspace: “nof Gresn Day; female back-ups that have a soulful &
bives background, "5 members, formed in 1%93. Releases- a studio
tape with 4 original songs. Comtact-
Dave McCreary 887-5350.

Crop Dogs: “the power of @ freight train
with the harmomies of 3 357 Ford
Windsor angine with a bottie-fed nitro
under the seat "4 members, Ralaases-
“Wave Motion Gun™ (*94). Contact-
Round Flat Records 838-2544.

diFranco, Ani; “olk punk "1+ members,
formed in the "80s. Releases- “Ani difranco” {('90), “Not So Softhy™
(91, “Imperfctly” ("92), “Puddle Dive™ ('93), “Like | Said” ('93) &
"Out OFf Range" ['94). Contact- Rightgeous Babe Records, Bffo, NY.
Dick's Hatband: “indie pop-punk, an amalgiamation of Guiness,
punk, ‘805 nawe wave amd Eric's broken heart, "4 members, formed
in 1954, Releases- 3 song demo, 77 split single with Joanie's Attic.
Contact- Jogl 881-0335

electnic jazz," 4 members,
formed 1991, Releases-

Slack-What do like and dislike about playing in a band in Buffalo?
Scott Carpenter- 1 lthke chat there is a lot of opportunity. 1t (5 ey to get

Dragster: “trasty rock n' el "4 members,
formed in 1984, Releases- Independent 3-song

“Blue Fuzz” (8-s0ng cas-
safte). Contact- Peggy
GG94-34 74

Bunkee; “rock, noisy ait,"”
4 members, formed 1993,
Relexse- Ona saven song
demo. Contact- Nm §93-
3272, Justin 884-0857,

Jamitlar with yoer audience and there are decent places i play. As under-
rated as it is, there is a decent graup of peaple making up the scene in
Buffaio. Tts cheap o tive i Buffalo and it & essy to maintain your identity
here. Bands can develop a there mwn pace here. On the down side there (s
alack of a fan hase. This was perily due to the lack of radia support in the
past. Firally, everyhody knows everybody here, This is a prablem hecause
there are some big goofy fish in the small pond here By Scatt Hun
LACoE CArpeiter, Sirger, somgwriler & guitaris) can be seen

performing, lecally with lis band, Seott Carpenser & The Beal MoCoys)

7" this winter. Contact- Jeff Jay 875-6740.

Dreadbeats, The: " spinoff of The Fhs affer-
img & gumbeo of reggae, ska and New Orleans
furk,” 5 members, formead in 1991, Confact-
im 8710206,

Dreadnaught: “aif original
melalalternativedurk, " 4 members, formad
in 1991, Contact- Pat Supples §74-3908




MARK NORRIS OF GIRLPOPE ON THE 7"
RECORD & LOCALLY-OWNED P22 RECORDS

Slack- 1 understand that you have a release coming ot soan.

Mark Morris- We have our debut 7 inch coming out this meonth.
The A-side will be Teenage fesus, the B-side, She, 1 like the seven
inch format

Slack- Why do you prefer the 7 inch single?

MMN- A lang time ago people only baught singles, its right there,
v can take a quick chance to lool at a band. Hopefully, people
will like it 1F things go well, we would like to come out with a full
length CD in next six months,

Slack- Anything you want to say shout the tracks?

MN- It's the hasic Girlpope formula: one song zbout a messiah and
ane song about a girl.

Slack-You are releasing vour 7 inch through P22 Records. Could
you speak a little more abouwt them?

MMN- P22 s a new label, up and coming, it's there first release as
well. They were the first people 10 express interest, Others bands

P22 has been very easy o work with.

expressed that local labels will not wark hand and hand with them.
By Sott Hunt _I

Dry Bones: “rock and rofi, "4 members, formed in 1988, Releasas-
“Ghost Version” (cassette album 1992), various cassette singles
(out of print), also incleded on a “Tribute To Bobby Fuller Four” GO,
Contact- 878-6200.

Economy Sexless Torso: “energizing experimental noise &
rythms, " 2 members, formed 1994, Releases- "Male/Female™
(cassette). Comfact- Danielk S96-5394.

Elk: “alf ariginals rock aifernative, "4 membars, formed in 1991
Releases: just signed to Pink Rock Records. Contact- Big Bear
Music,

“the band you'll still respect in the morning”

THE FIES

Fibs, The: “the band you'll still respect in the morning, ™4 members
(veterans), formed in 1984, Releases- "Scared Hitless” (13 song

cassette), "l Saw Elvis Dressed As Santa Claus” bfw "Rock The Halls

With Buddy Holly" (cassette singla), Confact- Jim 871-02096.

Full Throtle Aristotle: “the gresfest music svar,” 4 members, formed

in 1992 Releases- “My Girl Friday™ (demo tape in stores), Confact-
Tom Warnick 6851797,

Gathering Ground: “agressive, melodls, pop, punk, we need gin-
friends, infivenced music, "4 members, formed in 1991. Releasas-
upcoming 5 song GO on Network Sound Records. Contact-
Gatharing Groung Hotling 876-3112

Girlpope: “a mix befween Helen Reddy, Husker Du and a car acei-

dertt, "3 members, formed 1992, Releases- A soon o be released 7"

and cassette EP. Comtact- Mark Norris 8871-6272,
Goo Goo Dolls:

“rock,” 3 members, formed in 1986, Releases- “Goo

Goo Dolls (salf titlad),” “Jed," “Hold Me Up,”
“Superstar Carwash” and the forthcoming "4 Boy
MNamed Goo.” Confact- Pat Magnarslia

Grace Is Dead: “aifernative rock, "4 members, formed
in 1994, Releases- dema. Contacl- Braf Christy
434-8330

Gretchen Shultz & Tom Fenton: “powerTul acoustic
duo featuring the lead singers from The Pine Dogs and |
The Fibs, spanming country, rock, folk and jazz, " 2

members, formed in 1994, Contact Tom 882-8425.

Jazzabells, The: “Buffalo’s only singing & swinging
oviginal fﬂfk bives, jazz, zydeco, fex mex, rock and rol .fema.'e du.-.:u "2
full time members, 2 part time, formed in 1990, Releazas- “Come Hell
ar High Harmonica” (Cass & CO 1991), “Cafe All Day™ (cass & CD)
song on Mo llusions™ (G0, 1994).

“Bullalo’s only singing & swinging original folk,
blues, jazz
female duo” THE JAZZABELLS

Jerkbait: “fun acoustic fiddle band, chalkful of ety belies & boogie-
butts, "6 members, formed in 1992. Releases- "Fishing in The Dark” &
“Planet Presentation: Stata of Indepandanca CO°. Contact-

Jarkbait 84-3634,

Jive Injection; ‘psychedelic, heavy groove, "5 members, formed in
1991. Releases- "Sinus" (7 song EP, 1993), “Man” (7 song CD, 1994),
Contact- Jeff Schalfer 876-7364.

Joanie's Attic; "3 chord pop punk, ™3
members, formed in 1993, Releasas-
demo, and a split ¥ out spon.
Contact- Oie B85-4067.

John & Mary: “this is a bit of a personal guestion, but my favanite muse
deseribes it as Wossam rock, who knows really, mmmmim.... " 2 mem-
bers, formed in the late ‘80s, Releases- “Victory Gardens" and “The
Weedkiller's Daughter” (both on Rykodisc), and “John + Mary + Band"
(Live). Contact- Joannia 5. 885-3997 or Blair W 882-9445.

Kama Sufra: “placinic altemative, " 4 members plus one trumpet guy,
formed in 1990, Releases- “0n The Cusp” and “Kundalini.” Contact-
Andrga DeGovier 288-5671 ar Wre. Mgmit. at 1-800-WRC-1074

Lance Diamond Show, The:
“Las Vegas fype axtravagan-
73, "4 members. Releases-
"Down On The Corner”
(1989), “Mever Take The Place of Your Man™ (1990), “Bitch" (1994).
Contact- Lance Diamong 885-4848.

rdeco, tex mex, rock and roll

JOAMNIES
ATTIC

“3 chord

pop punk”

“Las Vegas h[hL THE LANCI

DAMOMND

exiravaganza” SHOW

“jazzy, bluesy, psychedelic alternative rock™
THE LAST LEMMINGS

Last Lemmings, The: “jazzy, bluesy, psychedalic, alternative rock, "5
members, formed in 1987. Releasas- demos. Comfact- Don Fresman
821-0795

Lollipop: “porcupings fuckin on & siab of granite, ™3 members, formed
continued on next page...
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Lolipop {continued); 1994, Releases- "Sympathy For
The Record Industry” (1994). Contact- P.O. Box 58,
Buffalo, NY 14213,

d Marvelous Savce: “aifernative pop, "4 to &

(- members, formad in 1988, Releases- salf-titled
GD on Evreka Records (1991). Contact- Brannan
Hanagan 875-0152,

”"E‘-’TL Maunder Bunerrlr “chemically induced ethereal
L 'l’*i (Y noise pap, "4 members, formed in 1993. Releases-
divectory une forthcoming (we think,..).

RHR\’ELDUS
SAUCE; YET TO
EARN THE FULL
CREDIT THEY

DESERVE
Specializing in North
Buffalo grudge-rock,

Marvelous Sauce is the
next Buffalo band in
line for national success
(kiss of death?); not
that having the #9
import CD on the CM]
charts in 1993 is any-
thing to piss at. But the
surehanded power-pop
sounds of the Sauce
have vet to earn full

Megadose Project: “trinoy, ambiant,
house, tecno, funky grooves, *vari-
ous number of members, formed in
1992, Releases- “When Words
Aren't Enough” (cassette 1992),

“A Cry From Above” (cassette
1984), "Obsidian” (cassette 1994),
Contact- Andre Frazier 884-2189,

mill; “arena-inde rock, ambiert,
free-jazz, soul," 3 members, formed
in 1991, Releases- saveral 7°
records on Buffalo's Gash Cow label,
several self-released cassette tapes
and a CD on Big Deal called "Ha Ha
Bus".

Mrs. Venahle: “shoe gazin’ slack
rockin, indie pumpin’, grungy
lopkin® mo foes™ 4 members,
formed in 1991 (the year punk
brioka), Releases- Mrs. Venahla

Justin Chapman, guitarist
and vocalist for milf:

on the present-

JC: We're recording right now with Andrew
Buscher at Happy House Productions.

Slack- How many songs are you dolng?

JC- Abou fifteen.

Slack- You're ‘demea’-ing?

JC- Mo, this is for cur nexs CDftape and
hepefully vinyl recording for By Deal.
We're hoping to get the record out in
March and maybe do some touring at the
end of March inue April,

on the local scene-

JC- There are a lot of bands but nowhere to
play. You can't play an all-ages any-
where— there’s no conssstent all-ages place.
Even a year ago, there were move places to
play... the South Loli... The lcon was stll
open. That sucked— the Teon closing
sucked. But there are a lot of good hands
around, which is cool— lots of good musie.
There is an old and a new school of Buffale
bands. Mot to separate it into camps o
amything, but there's the older groups like
the Pinheads, Goo Goo Dalls, Wrench,
There's newer bands like us and Tughoat
Annie and thoss bands, Then there’s even
newer bands like the Rainbow Girls and
Copper. There are a lot of good bards.

By Lance Posner —

credit they deserve,

espu.iau}, in our own DUNTGEI'FSQRED &
city. Led by local music mﬂ' el
veterans Steve Barrick, | | SANDALS
Dave “the grinch” | | Although the
Schuliz and Tim “hot | | e word
dog puy” McMahon, the m&m
Sauce have recently | | the group
completed their next wmm
g acIoEs
CD and are expecting a Biket The Bareraiked
spring release. Look for | | pe: }am plessed to report thet the
the Sauce to be playing | | sandals firs release Tin Steps Lefr of
A VEnue near you, Ftilse ﬁl rr;m{l Fiow thﬂgfiqu
a mi 5 e Engh ALt
s By CIM | 1D mm,i:gh generally light and

demo. Contact- Dawvigd
Nigwiadomsks 646-
5101.

My Favorite Dumpster:
“ow budget. " 4 mem-
bers, formed in 1992
{year of the monkay).
Releases- “My Favorite
Dumpster's Greatest
Hits." Comlact- Mike
Dirr 884-1272.

Nimrod Wildfire & The
Sapebrush Lotharios:
“sami acoustic roots
rock, "various numbar
of members (depend-
ing), formed in 1987,
Releases- “Nimrod
Wildfire- King of the
Wild Forntier” (cassette
1987), “Tha Adventures
of Nimrod Wildfire"
(cassetta 1984),
Contact- 878-6209,

Need, The: "original
music featuring impres-
Sive musicianship and a
compeliing female lead
vocalist, " 4 members,
formed in 1992,
Releases- “It's a
Beautiful Thing"

(GO 19%4). Contact- SOUNDbite Music Creations, Sufte 235, 3454
Delaware Ave, Bfla, NV 14217-1230, Dave Elders 833-3281.

Only Humen: “rock, 3 members, formed in 1983, Confact- Starstruck

Productions 896-6665.

Pine Dogs: “the definate alfernative rock, biues, country, trash band,™

5 members, formed in 1987, Releases- "Jang,

Stop This Grazy Thing"

(CD, 1989), “Give It Back" (cassingle, 1990), "Going Away Party™ (GO,

1992). Contact- Don Vincent 1-800-Fine Dog.

“All original

alternative band...”

Pineapple Juhnson: “alf original aternative band,
which writes songs ranging from the hard edge fo a
soffer, eang fagl "4 members, Releases- “Consent

PINEARPLL
JLVR Pl B

“semi
aconstic d
roots rock” | ¥y

MIMREOD
WILDFLRE

bouncy, the Sandals’ soullul, irnellipent
byrics malee sure you des't lorget that
lile is hard and that regret is the great-
est thing a singer can sing about. Teo
Seeps remines ws that good rock 0’ raoll
(e some hyybrid thereof) does noc have
tex be jammed down your threat in s
“this one goes 1o eleven” style that
seems 1o dominate ahemative music
today. Sand our wacks: “This Life" &

“Influenzs.”* By CIM
: Lo
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947 (6 zong EP). Contact- B62-4746,

Plaster Sandals: “Jazz, funk, folk trio (formally Samdbox), ™3 mem-
bers, formed in 1991, Releases- "Two Steps Left of Hip" (CD debut).
Contact- Rob Falgiano 743-8564.

Potters Field: “atternafive (just kidding), power acoustic with driving
guitars (Replacements meel the 10,000 Mamiacs), "5 members,
formed in 1993, Releases- “Behind The Wood (cassette), “Redeeness
in a Game Called Pig” (CD), Contacl- PO Box 273,

N. Tonawanda, N 14120, /’




TUGBOAT ANNIE'S BASSIST JON SULKOW

On the new CD due out Feb. 7th on Sonic Bubblegum Records:
Jom: 6% our first recorel T don't think we're going to sefll a million copies of
our record or something, but we'l get to tour the U5, and hopefully in
Europe thecause it’s coming out in Europe as well). If a small label can
promote ws well enough then it's better for us to be on a small label
because we get more attention. [ don't think we need all the paperwork,
and that probably comes with a big label.

On the local scene: “
WL ik robdhit s Well th;?re.’s not tihm
toplay, forus. Therearealotof ~ TANY places to play,

places for bands to piay over 21-  for us. There are a lot

shows, [ think our bard workes bet-
ter with an all-ages show, there’s of places for bands to

mare energy af that kind of show ~ platy over-21 shows.”

because the kids have more energy,

and we play better because they're a betler crowd. 1’5 hard to put on a

good show when peaple are leaning back against a wall. [ think the scene
is mostly musicans coming out to see their friends that are also in bands

and there’s not encugh interest from normal folks, Well, if vou go to an

over 21 Goo Goo Dolls show- it's packed. We play a pretty big all-ages

show, but when we play at the Continental, there’s going to be fifty people
leaning up agminst the wall and that's a shame, By Lance Posner

of the Linstoppable Power of Negative Energy™
(Vanilla Records, Japan). Confact- Joe (Shyther)
Kalson 873-77 14,

Shockbox! Studios: “performance arl with industral
music, harsh experimentz), ™ 1 member, formad
1889, Releases- “Lurid Dreams and Vivid MNight=
mares” (cassette), "Dacay™ (cassette). Cantact-
Damisl 986-5304,

Snufflufugus: “a modsy blender of sounds but st
kinda melodic someatimes, cail it a chacolate and
vamilla twist ice cream cone, | guess (on a regular re
cone).. [ swaar I'm an English major...,” 3 members, fnrmed ln 19'92
Releases- one self-titled derno tape “Homie One Kenobi,” 7 single on
Cash Cow “Santa Cruz” biw "Petro”, Confact- Snamufugus Warld
Headguarters, 45 Sygamore Terr, Suite 666,
Buftala, NY 14274,

Splaterpunloc: “aitermative rock, ™4 members,
formed in 1993. Releases- 2 demos. Cornfact-
Brign Christy 434-8330,

Spawn: “new pyschedalia, 4 members,
formed in 1992, Relaases- "Grottecock™ ('92)
& “Vespers” ('93). Contact- Auturmn
Productions 8871-1359,

Steam Donkeys: "amencan music, " 5-7 members, formed 1951,
Release- “Songs From A Stolen Guitar” (five sang EF), “Cosmic
Americana” (C0). Contact- Charlie Quill 881-5102.

Quakes, The:
“imosaurs in
leather pants
maying punked up rockabily, " 3 members,
formed in 1987. Releases- 8 albums releasd
on various label including “Live in Tokyo,”
Contact- Vinge Orraxx 874-5386.

Rainbow Girls: “loud, swirling & not always
prefhy, "3 mambers, formed in 1993,
Releases- seif-titled 6-song EP (cassette).
Gontact- Jason 689-2563.

i Razzels, The: “short

up rockabilly™ |1 guakes

songs,” 3 membars,
| forrned in 19493,

“dinosaurs in leather pants playing punked- [

Stoner, Leigh: “Leomand Cohen mates with Aflila the
member, formed in 1951, Releases- “The First
Waltz" {1966), “Speaks To The Snakes" (1983),
Contact- Leigh Stoner 885-1614.

SEVERAL SECONDS WITH SPAWN
Tnterview with drummer, Orbit 5, and
guitaristfvocalist, Steve Galbriath, of Spawn

Slack-What bothers you about the state of music today?
Steve- It's boring, basically nothing is innevative. For
the last five years we've heard the same sounds.
Alrernative music has been defined by quirky singles
and no real experimentation.

8 | Slock-What bands make you happy?

1 | Steve- Charlatans, Ride, Spaceman 3, Love.

Orhit 5- Brain Ferry, Stone Roses, Miles Davis, Robin
H. anud the Emmptians.

Releases- "The Razzels”
(demo) & “Booger” (CO, “94). Contact- Earth Tong
S Records 865-3185.

Red Gills, The: “honkeytonk, "6 members, formed 1994. Releases-
“God, Country and Red Gills” (demo tape). Contact- C.W. 834-4926,

Shaft: “funk hittin va lik a baseball bat in da face, " mambers; 9 musi-
cians, 3 dancers, 2 sacurity, formad: year unknown. Contact- Prime
Minister Krispy: 881-6714.

666 Volt Battery Noise: “extremay brutal, grating noise. destroying
things to make noise fo destroy tings with!, "2 members, formed in
1992. Release- seli-titled release, "6VEEE n2” (tapa), “A Briaf History

Siring

Brothers: “soft Slack-15 Ed_d@ Vedder worth all the hype?

: Steve & Orbit 3- {confused and looking at one anoth-

instrumental | wiha te B die Viedder?

Rz Dﬂrfa_rm@}d .

0 BIBCHC QL | €lack Are you recording any time soon?

far and sfand Cihit 5- We are recording in January to follow up our

up bass,"2 | ~jesners” cassette. The CD should be out in April

members This CD will finally make the band more evident,

formed in

1994, Contact- | Sack-Do you have any final words?

Dave Rush Oirbir- Gallam

884-6855 Steve- Diabolical By Scoit Hunt s
T CONTINUED ON NEXT FAGE...




Supercool: “crazy death pop, "4 members, formed in
1993, Releases: just demos. Confact- Supercoo!

W Headquartars 3210 Main St Apt. 7, Bufiai, NY

| REFSES

Surfivers, The: “cool relo surf instrumenials, '50s,
éarly ‘60s, "5 members, formad in 1994, Contact-
Bill Rupp 881-5357,

:TL tails, the: ‘gestall, franscendental, global vilage
[ rock, "5 mambers, formed in 1987, Ralaases-

4 "Floating World on Blue™ (1990), “Spiral World"
(1994). Contact- Kewvin Bruno 834-2812

Terry Sullivan Five, The: “gestalt, transcedental,
“origina! American rools g al village rock™
rock ' ol "5 members, rais| global village rock
formed in 1994, Raleases- GO in the works. Contact- K Webber

(PO Bow panding.. ).

Threshaold: “hardcore punk, 4 mem- : A
bers, formad in 1994, EHileasas- il roots rock n’ roll
Contact- Enk 675-5561. I ||”1 ||l"':"’"

5 M
Towpath: “insulting satanic Riverside FIVI
shitcare. A combination of punk, matal
industrial, new wave, noise, gring, " 4 members, formed 1993,
Raleases- “Towpath Home Video." Contact- Ski-mask, PO Box 638,
Kenmore, NY 14217

Tremendo: “2 guitars, 1 bass, lots of drums and vocals ail around, " 4
members, formed in 1993, Releases- 3 song cassette available at
Home of The Hits upon request. Comfact- Eric Van Rysdam- 886-0804.

Truck, The: “soundtrack to the aggravation waltz,” 3-7 members,

formed in 1969, Aeleases- various guest appearancas on local &

“2 guitars, 1 bass, lots of fafional (elmses. Comiagt
de RISy e = Scoft Miler 852-5118.

drums and vocals all Tugboat Annie: “endearing
TREMENDO BV uitar rock, "4 mambers,
formad in 19592, Relgases-
two 7 singles on Sonic Bubblegum records, “el mar” (selff-released
Cassette) and a split 7 single with milf on Cash Cow Records.

Urban Sturgeon: “biusy hard rock, "5 members, formed 15092
Releasa- “Fish Stories” (1952), “Bigger Fish To Fry™ (1994). Contact-
Michas! Jackson 881-1499.

Wild “blues based, rock n' roll with ala
“g:ﬁf Grateful Dead, Allman Brothers, The
Bagart ok wiLD kraGHTs | Band, etc.
" roll witly
kGl “ honest down to earth, happy
Dead, ;
Allman

“original American

alternative music that maeks you
Rl olad to be alive™ | THE wiLLiEs
B mambers, formed in 1963, Conigct- Dave Rush 854-5855,

Willies, The: “hanest, dowr to garth, hapoy iternative music that
imakes you glad to be afive," 4 members, formed in 1992, Releases-
“Bereek” (.5 song cassette) & "Get The Willies" (CD). Contact- Jeff

Preischel 884-2218. ¢ o nyinvED ON NEXT FAGE. ..

LL D RINKS

ALTERNATIVE
DJS EVERY. .
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ALWAYS
ALTERNATIVE!
dance-dance-dance-dance-dance-dance

DJds

THUR - SAT
dance-dance-dance-dancedance-dance

Thursdays:
$1.50 Killians

Wisdom of Children: "progressive afernafive, ™ 3
members, formead 1992, Releases- “Turtle Island"
(G0}, Cantact- Guillermo zguierde 533-8932,

Weber, Michel: “moady ariginal spastic songs, " 2
members (me & me... hal), Releases- Untitled (1980),
"Cripplehead” (1994) and a homemade 4 trac.
Contact- 885-2497 or 549-4562,

Wolf Tickets: “drunkin’, rockin’, power popin’, ™3
mambers, formed in 1993. Releases- demo on the
straets. Comtact- Chris Malachowski B86-47176, e

49 W. CHIPPEWA

Michele Weber (songwriter & gnitarist)

on the uture: I'm approaching things differently as far as my life
goes which, of course, affects my music and [ fzel a lot more maoti-
vated to get ot there and make lhi:j.',s happen. | want 1o pet out
there and whatever comes up instesd of just holding baclk... T want
to travel and play and take it from there. [ do my lie 4 rack tpes,
bt [ think I'm ready (o move up to the nesxt level— recording a CD,
if 1 can afford it. But whether or not | record with some really good
equipment in a real studio; T will definitely be putting out another
hometnade tpe. I'm just here 10, 1 always do.”

on the local scenes: [1s definitely plcking up. | neticed that there is
a lot of support. Personally, among bands, but now it seems like a
lot more people are less judgmental of local music. They don' ook
at it as, “it's local, so it sucks "

words to live by: [[ vou are going to worry abowt what everyane
says then you're in the wrong business (the music business), unless

vou're phony ora formula rock band. By Lance Posner [t ]

Please (Call to
tvent on Party

T

The
argoyle
Fine Spirits & Diversions
26\Virginia Place 881 -3730




THE STATE OF BUFFALO RADIO’S SUPPORT OF LOCAL MUSIC 2. |

It's been a while since the Uncommon Council of Buffalo sat
back and noticed the state of radio in our fair city. Hearings
were held, and people like you and myself were invited to
voice our opinions about what was happening, or in this
case, what wasn't happening. Some movers and shakers
finally started moving... and shaking.

Of course there was, is,and always will be a market for
everyone’s favorite classic rock radio in the city of
neighbors. If you look around, you'll see that

breeds comfort. The “shock of the new” has taken time to
get rooted.  You see it in the numerous info-mercials praising
the likes of REO Speedwagon, Boston, The Doobie Brothers
and so many more of the ageless ones. When | see these
spots it brings a buming question to mind...where are they
nowi? You know... what ever happened to to Supertramp,
or Styx, or any of the countless megabands of the 60's and
70's. They may still be around, gigging at smaller venues so
they can still pay the rent without getting the dreaded day

jUb.- ﬂ

One of the many irustrations voiced by a small group (or at
least what the powers that be thought was a small group)
was the lack of original local music getting exposure. The

WL from Niagara Falls, Paris Rosclli, Scott Hunt and Lisa

first station | remember playing any Buifalo bands was
WEBNY. Rich Wall did a great job building a show featuring
the best this area has to offer, some sounded good, some
were terrible,. Doesanyone remember the Shankheads??
Pegasonics??_Papér Facest? | do. A lot of local bands built |
their fanhase ﬂlﬂluﬂﬂlhnllr |

The next group of people to trv-were P.L.S. Communications |
with their show ”ﬁﬂﬂmw,a:i hour weekly show on

Murray interviewed bands, played a heavy dose of af‘lerna
tive sounds, and genuinely imwlﬂ'nt. )

The latest 1o pick up Hwbaﬂﬂdmllrmn with it is now
the Planet. The “State of Indep " show seems to be

the place to be for local original talent. Si Lor unsigned,
the bands whe submit work have the greatest chance of get-
ting the most exposure throughout Southern Ontario and

Buffalo, Phase 2 ut'lheslmt'fﬂmramw of these acts at |
Nietzsche's on a bi-monthly basis. Tune in Sunday evening

to hear some of the region's most promising acts. Send your
CI¥s or lapes to Charlene c/o The Planet, 4668 St. Clair

Ave., Niagara Falls, Ontario, L2E-6X7. And don't forget to
buy Canadian stamps. Peace, Dre.

47 E. Mohawk St.

éb 5 between Washington & Ellicott Si
5, = Downtown Buffalo
™ 716-855-3931

GREG KLYMA

AND STONE CHURCH
S F:ﬂﬂmﬂsg&: gm Schultz y

SCOTT CARPENTER
& The Real McCoys

with special quests: Bobo
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GREAT RECORDS FROM
LOCAL MUSIC HISTORY

(...in no particular order)

BY ELMER PLOETZ

#(3o0 Goo Dolls- *Jed.™ This was the album where they really hic
srridle, establishing their own style, The cover of "Down on the
Comer” with Lance Dhamond is still my favarite Goo's cover. And this
wis before they took a litle edge off the vocals for dhe major label.

* SplatCats- “Five Big Ones.* As far as | know (and 1 was out of
teawnt for mest of the early '80s), this kicked off the *580s indy boom for
Buffalo bands. Grear mix of material, with a version of “These Boats
Are Made for 1I:';.-r:‘l|.k::|l‘:|g;" done the way the Pistols would have done i,
plus neat paragefaurf instnmentals, The band didn't like the produc-
tion job done by the people in one of the suburban studics, so the
credits say it was done in Norway. In the Buffalo version of “rock
famnily trees,” it would bead m bath the Jackdords and, indirectly, the
Steam Donkeys.

* Enemies- "Secret Agent Mem ™™ No Reason.” Buffalo's clasic 70
punk with their cover of the Jehnmy Rivers hit long before Devo picked
up on it. My favorite memory of these guys is when they played the

Sr. Bonavenpure Rathskeller (in the em of a drinking age of 18) toa
bunch of kids that mostly didn't et it. Bass player Smister took a
roumdhouse kick at one of the kids in the front row. [ still don't know
whether he missed intentionally ar nat.

* Headhunters- “First Things Firse.™ This is the one thar should
have made Terry Sullivan a star, Recorded with a supergroup of local
musicians like David Kane, Mat Smith
and Jim Erawenik, the band had a
Rolling StonesfFaces complex, some

B preat songs (including the classic
“Tear You Down”) and predated the
Black Crowes. And, of course, it never
really made it out of Buffalo.

 » Lip Sevvice- “TV Made Me Do It."
This is the band that started punk in
Western Mew York, the first real

B song never made it anto ving] as far as | know,
dld1L‘AJgh it wes pl,dwd om the D, Demento radio show. My real con-
version experience was seeing these guys and the Romones aver the
*77 Christmas hreak, with Lip Service playing loads of covers by the
likees of the Damned, Dead Boys and Pismols (ar least [ chink char’s whar
they were ... | hadn't heard the originals vet), The lead singer, a hos-
pital administrator when [ talked to him a decade later, sang while
hanging by his knees from a pipe running over the srge.

# Donmie Elbert- “A Little Piece of Leather.” Probably nobody from
Buffalo excepr Rick James had more hirs than Elbert. And nobody elae
has an album that sells for approsimately 5300 if you can find one in
prime condition, either. Elbert, wha died in 89, recorded for King
Records, the label where James Brown, Hank Ballerd and a legion of
athers all had hits, His oo ineluded "What Can [ Do on King's
DeeLsexe affiliare in the late *30s and covers of Matown hits that be
tock 1o the rop 40 in the "70s {the man exhibits his wicked falsetto on
thee Swpremnes’ Where Did Our Love Ga"). Everyhody on the East

THE
BROTHERS

{from left)
Johnny,
Robby &

Side learned from

him. Despire the

hits, I'll go to lede

field for this song, a

little piece of pop soul

he did in the mid-"70s.

* The Imictas- “(Let's
Do) The Himp.™
Sixries garape rock, closer o the Kingsmen than the Standells.

* Jumpers- “Sick Girls."” Power pop with a Stones edpe from Tery
Sedliem, Bob Kogak, Scon Michaels, Craig Mevlan and Roger Nicol,
Another Sullivan project that should have pone further.

* Carl LaBue & the Crew, “Please Don’t Drvive Me Away.™
Ridiculously abscure James Browm-style early #0s B&B pem by some of
the guys thar would go on ro play in Dhke & the Blazers {of “Funby
Broadway™ fame, And Capeain Carl (the piano player) and dummer
Witke Earl are still playing arcund wown,

Crhers o be considered: Joey & Davery, “Rats in My Room™; Dveids,
“Dioctor Friend™; Rockin’ Rebels, “Dinbkey Twine:; Tweeds, “A
Thing of the Past™; newer discs by the Stem Dombkevs, Jugzobells,
Diid Kane & Them Jazheards, the Cheakes and a fow others that are
srill sinking in. Bry Elmer Ploerr (Slack's vird junlde. ) oo

P iy,

1086 ELMWOOD AVE
716.88

“&'m Forest)




BEING IN A BUFFALO BAND

{continued from page 3)

Latimer said that although other areas may have more Lalent
per capita than Buffalo — a plus when you are looking for a new
bass player but a pitfall when competing for a weekend night at a
poad club — Buffalo boasts a disproportionate number of above-

average players, . -
“Buffalo rates as well as any- Emile Latimer:
“Buffalo rates as

where in the world,” he said,
“When people ask me about
R y well as anywhere

Buifalo | tell them, *we can play
here.” There's a lot of inspiration
here if you open vourself up to it
Ihere’s lots of good things here.”

“I'm stunned by how friendly and polite people are here in
Buffalo,” said Campagna, who moved away from here in 1976,
“There's a provincialism about Buffalo | like, People from Buffalo
love Buffalo. The problem with LA, is there's very little audience,
You face very tough, jaded audiences when you actually get one
in front of you.”

Makes Buffalo sound more hospitable, ehh?

Yet, what happens to baneds that get started in Buffalo but don't
make that crucial jump to the so-called next level; record label,
distribution deal, operating in the economic black?

“That aspect of it is good,” says the Steam Donkeys’ Quigley.
“¥ou can still make maoney here, 1 think the real difference
hetween Buffalo and the music centers is if you want to be a
career musician you can always get gigs in Buffalo.”

Maturally, |, probabdy more than most folks, hope Quigley
does jump to that next level and beyond, to the promised land of

P22 Ratords Presen'sthe debut T single by

glrlpope

| Wasa eenage esus b/w he"
Fll

Runilabls

in the world...."”

tour buses, private jets,
stacium shows, six-figure
incomes, litthe sandwich-
es backstage, mmmm
sandwiches...

*But if it doesn’t hap-
pen,” muses the Pine
Dogs' Vincent, * I'm
going to keep playing. 11l
be perfectly happy with
that. Well maybe | shouldn't say “perfectly happy.” There's a
sense of realism that sets in. | mean how many times is (Buffalo
Mews music critic] Tony Vialanti gonna write that the Pine
Dogs are rocking-out somewhere?”

Don Vincent:

“...how many times
is Tony Violanti
gonna write that the
Pine Dogs are rock-
ing-out somewhere?”

By Charlie Quill fwho is ‘rocking-out’ some-where at a place
near you with his band the Steam Donkeys...) E—

GETT OFF YER FAT WINTER ASS!

under a groove
mondays

dj's spinning reggae
& world beat
“m

drink specials featuring
"Atomic Gnlndas“ .

MOM HAD A FRIDGE?




BITTER MNLFWWMEI

L
=1

NO REBELLION EE5
Lictle Johnny got a guitar for Christmas, and hey,
Benny, his best friend, gor thar midi sequencer/
sampler he was asking for..... two weeks later they
have a gig at Impaxx and two CDs? Something is
quite wrong with this picture. Mo practice need-
ed! Yeah, feedback baby! “Hey, that scunded like
Beck...was the sampler recording it for future use™
O ane on the litele lemmings go, robbed of their individualism,
spending all their money with the hope that a local promoter will
zive them their break, {excuse me while I laugh hysterically st you)
ISarnple, sample, loop, loop... yada yada yada,

Whar is the cavse of your impending doom from a music world
pone bad? Ir's a0 easy for me to see, bur | am puzzled why you,
so-called musicians, don't see the light. You think beeause you have
a couple of friends to jam with thar you are a musical force to be
reckoned with? Mot so! You are children reaping the benefies of
your parents’ money and an influe of affordable “user friendly™
procucts o create your sound. You “long hairs” pop out your laser
printed “gig" posters and staple them over the 27 already atrached to
the bathroom wall at the Old Pink. Then you hurry to get the car
hiome before your Dad wakes up. Where's Reuben Kincaid when
you need him.. after all, he's the originator of hacking a band that
jcouldn't play...

['m trying to bring to light, as abways, the fact thar individuals

T

“You're in Buffalo and aren’t being themselbves anymore.
the only will There is no discerning feature

sl - S Lt e bt bl Eeal
make it (n the music hang our in Home of the Hits and
business) is o battle over who got more wasted at
1 Practice, their gig. Maybe you should dig in
2. Be original, the back and put on some of that old
3 Move or vstinylmdg:ru:chxnhwlcis.

o Stop acting like you've OT1 BT

4. Qeepvmhm in Seatrle all Summer and get home

and practice!!! Honestly, the way you kids act kills me. You sleep all
day (thase of you who don’t work for some relemarketing firm) chen
wakie up, step into those jeans standing in the cormer, slap on the
“doc's” scrape your bong and go to the Towne for breakdfast. Then
you spend the rest of the day in and cut of bars talking to “friends”
and trying so desperately hard to be abscure with the hope thar
when you part company, the “friends” will say.. "he’s a musician™

< POP> Wake up for real!

I'm all for rebellion, but there is no rebellion anymore. Parenes
are just there to "create you,” then they ler the TV take over your
development. Your “rock” imapes died when Kurt offed himself.
Why do you continually ace as though you have made it You are In
Fiuffalo and the only way you will make it is: 1. Pracrice 1. Be origi-
nal 3. Move 4. Sleep with someone.

The music business is trashed at chis poine and | see no reason 1o
support it. | am confident that che furure holds a new “mend" thar
will swing the normal sound 180 again. Once that happens we'll see
whao my school of thought got through to. Who, will eicher ger seri-
ous about self and music, or who, will drop the whole thing to stand
in line to be one of the condescending Kerry Gray-loving-know-ir-

alls at the New World Records.... Dub, is that an import?
vy Birter Bory {cuamenely starting his pum hand. ..}

In case you haven't heard
already, | am employed in the
electronics department of a
fine local department store,
| mest many interesting and
enlightening people through-
out the course of my days, |
hate to generalize, but U'll do it
anyways. The people | meet fall into two categories: 1) those
whao think they know everything, and 2) those who readily
admit they know nothing. Those in the first category (know
EVEW‘I‘hII‘lH:I aren't really much “The Pfﬂpff I meet fall
f;'_f;'im_:t':'m the,kp'e':'ple in the into two categories:
e -ategory (know nothing) i
except the first group of people 1) those who think they
know everything, and
2) those who readily
admit they know

nothing.”

seem to have absolutely no grip
on reality. Most people can go
inta their local electronics store
and get a good value for their
dollar when purchasing a
television or video cassette
recorder. While there are differences in quality between the
different brands, the major brands are all in the same league as
far as quality and performance are concerned (the exception to
this rule is anything made by a company whose name begins
with a 2" and is synonymous with a word meaning the “the
highest point™). When it comes to shopping for that new
steren, however, the story is much different.

| recall last vear when a nineteen year old hippia/grunge chick
came into the department looking for a CD player for her
boyfriend. When | told her we camried both the Sony and the
Technics she retorted that she wanted a Pioneer because “they
have 0000003% distortion.” When | said she could never
hear the difference in sound she just looked at me dumfound-
ed and walked away. After all numbers don't lie,

The fact is in CD players and receivers made by the major
electronic companies (Sony, Kenwood, Technics, Pioneer,
IVC, etc.hthere isn't a great deal of difference in the sound of
their products. [n fact, most of the major companies use the
same parts as each other or simply have their products
manufactured by some company you've never heard of and
simply put their names on it (the same is true for TVs and
VCRs), Some companies do a better job of making cassette
decks and speakers than others, but by and large, most equip-
ment made for mass consumption are decidedly average. |
wiould dare anyone to take a blindfold test to distinguish
between a Sony receiver built today and one built ten yvears
ago. Despite what you may think, there has been little head
way made in audio for mass consumers in the last 15 years.

STRICK (continued from page 13)
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STRICK (continued from page 13)

The lapanese manufacturers, for all their technical wizardry, still
can't make a pair of speakers better that those made in the
L.5.A. by 12 vear old students in shop class. The compact disc,
the holy grail of mass audio, has many critics, myself included,
from people in audio. “Audiophiles with golden ears’- that's what
wie usually call ourself.

Most people don't know it, but some fine audio components are
made right here in Western Mew York, B & K Components, a
producer of a complete line of power and pre-amps priced from
$£350 to $15000, has made waves in audio circles for their
price, performance and value. The price may seem high, but
when compared to the sound of a Sony or a Pioneer receiver,

B & K amps sound much better. This reporter called B & K
headguarters for their views on the audio industry. However,
when | told them | wrote for Slack magazine they forgot all
about audio and wanted to know eeeveveverything aboul Bitter
Boy and that “Hump dude.”
(Ed., Mote- Dan Humparntzoo-
mian of Camix by Hump)

“And please remember,
the salesman is your
friend, if you're real

nice to him he may just

tell you the truth.”

You can and people do, spend
tens of thousands of dollars on
an audio system, but you don’t
have to in order to get high
guality sound, You do have to spend about six or seven hun-
dred for a good receiver, speakers and CD player- to begin with.
If you don’t have that much to spend, you are better off starting
with a receiver and speakers than being tempted by that *all-in-
one rack system for $497 devil at vour local mass merchandiser
You can then add a CD playver, cassette deck or anything else
vou want later. You will probably
keep your stereo longer than your
car, 50 why not spend a little
mare lime and get something
considerably batter than if vou
just po to the *Advantage.” There
iz one good audio store in town,
but they don't advertise in this
publication so | won't give them a
free plug. And please remember,
the salesman is your friend, if
vou're real nice to him he may
just tell you the truth

I 50 where does this leave me, Jeff
Strickland; I'm sure vour wondering.... Quite frankly, in the
bowels of the electronics industry, prostituting myself for the
power and the glory that goes with my position. On one hand, |
know that I'm not being completely faithful to my audiophile
ideals, but on the ather hand | do have to pay for my litthe
eccentricies. This dilemma has left me in a condition of cogni-
tive dissonance, which my phsyciatrist tells me will improve
with years of therapy. By leif Strickland jwho wants you fo know; that
if yow need move infovmation you can call 1-90-4-5TRICK). g
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SPACE

ARCHAL THE VICTORIOUS U5, STEELE
MPHEEJFIW:% NOW Hﬂ&k&lﬁmimgrlu
H?:EQ.EFDT“MB E:EE& IN THE ONLY PLACE HE CAN
PAST WHERE SEE CAN DO EVER CALL HOME. ., A FAELY
HO HARM.. CYBERSPACE!

BEGIN VIRTUAL
SEX PROGRAM

SELECT PARTNER

LINDA CARTER
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A GRAVE SITUATION HAS

DEVELOPED! V.R. GAME

TEd TJUST 60 SAckr
O BESOES  TREE
CEEATAON ¥ GEEVENT

THE LEVELOOYMENT
O TEE O GaNE. ‘

IT'S NOT THAT SIMPLE. UNLIKE THE|
UNIVERSE, CYBERSPACE IS INFINITE.
THE TIME TECHNOLOGY THEY
CONTROL HAS ALLOWED THEM TO
PRE-EXIST THEIR OWN CREATION.
IN ESSENCE...AN EXISTENCE
WITHOUT BEGINNING OR END!
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DO KITTENS HAVE SOULS?

VIRTUAL VOID
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The vear dawns.
R The ‘impes and
the dreams lie
somewhere
b Al W T sl
side. As if things aren't e we have the indignity o
warchiny Ne]urulfs"l‘ll ear L'n::ur:lrl:rcci'{-ll'3 Gingrich in chargﬂpﬂie
House of Representatives. Anything Igwritt or say will not
match that for sheer stupidiry. other than thar, | remain opri-
mistic thar 1995 will be one for the history books.

Aries (March 21- April 19) Ar this date the baseball and
hockey strikes continue. Let's act like we care. When form-
ing new band venture, think about the little things like
accountants and decals for van. Clarify boundaries with
Virgo. ine terms, occupy small nations. Music-genre-of-

the-memth: Bump n’ Grrind with a hing of Samba.

el pyraze
A DS

1 =
S LA A

LI B R A D

Taurus (April 20- May 20) Moon in your sign coincides
with force-fgl‘de.stin . Wil this be the year for Bad Religion
or will Rancid finally break our an be an alternarive rock

r! Gregarious in nature, you are the light of many lives.
Eclﬂti.vcs accustomed to taking without piving should not be
rewarded for bad deeds. Music-genre-of-the-month: Michael
Bolton with a hine of plagiarism.

Gemini (May 21- June 21) Doubting Thomas becomes true
believer. Them poor guys that got busted at Rich Stadium
need two things: a pood artorney and a life! Leadership ini-
tiative and tuna tartar make you a special person with a
knack for Amerasian cooking. A person's sexual orentation

is a narural part of a person that cannot be ch . Music-
genre-of-the-month: Metal with backing TUIT TN
and fluces.

Cancer (June 22- A t 22) Student constructs atomic
bomb for science class. You're feeling left our and that's not
right. Assert yourself and deal with pressure better. Enhance
reputation. How about a hor shower? Make commitment to
charitable organization now. You'll feel much betrer. Music-
genre-of-the-month: Local “Party Band" thar holds reunion

each vear to shove up sageng egos.

Leo (July 23- Au 22} Reason to celebrate! Mo line at
check-out!! Charles is no longer in charge. Chuck it all.
Chuck must D, Chew all food products. ﬁegadmc Project
should be ar top of charts in very near future. Stop sniveling.
Thoughts should be placed on paper. Music-genre-of-the-
fprmmh.- A melange nﬁleﬁersm Starship, Phish and Maceo

Virgo (August 23- September 22)- There will be no time o
r]ﬁﬁ antics through. A thorough scrubbing is all thar it
takes. Man loves woman, Woman loves man back. Woman
burns man’s $2 million home o ground. Sounds like the Lisa
“Left Eve” Lopez and edgy receiver Andre Rison’s tale of
lovey-dovey. Brian Boritano plays the Nutcracker Prince,
mw-gm-of-dmmm: Former Members of Ministry after 20
TACS,
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Libra (September 22- October 23) Divide and conguer
proves strategy for sales persona. Buffalo area loves
cash money because Bills are not in big game. Jock Rock
CD sells quickly. Mot connected? Don't you believe it
The Tommy Boy label controls the world, Gee.... | am
confined to my imagination and the world of chaos.
Music-genre-of-the-month: The Tractors meet Barry
Mamilow in Austin, Texas.

Scorpio (October 24- November 21) Chinatown gang
called Ghost Shadows will set up Ehoﬁ in Buffalo very
soon. Be on the lookout. Music hath $1.4 billion in
charms. According to Pollstar, the Rolling Stones geezed
their way through America and earned $121 million for
60 dates. Other winners include the Eagles who sucked
the public dry for $79 million and Barbara Streisand (358
million). Shameful, yer elegant. Music-genre-of-the-
month: Lo-fi, man.

S;ﬂmﬁm {November 22-December 21) Top rentals of
inclhude , When a Man Loves A Woman and
Maverick. Yert, | didn't even come close to renting any of
those shmaltzy titles. [ feel so confused and frustrated
about our culture. Everything is so topsy-turvy. Get
online, Gadgets cannot be confused with technologﬁ.
Damn editor called me a name. He should burn in hell.
Iédusicegcnreeofe!hemumxh: Techno-Answering Machine

Cm:om' {December 22- January 19) There are a lot
of beautiful things abour teleuish:;'nnlbut [ cannot think of
one. New food locale sizles with excellent people drink-
ing attractive wine ar reasonable prices. it is not locared
in the suburbs. The judge also sugpested thar the CI.;SE-'
right law be rewrirten. Fortunately tor you, our dear r

ers, our editor doesn't believe in honoring copyrights,
Music-genre-of-the-month: Bands who wse videos w disguise
dearth of talent.

uarius {Jan 22- February 20) [ am tired of warn-
ﬂ o ahgut tmrhail:?swfari| i you do not succeed blame
it all on childhood malafy. | am hopeful you did not
overspend on Christmas. ?éggv recently slimmed NYC
in comics and | am angered. Cilantro adds zest to salsa
recipe. Phone rings and there is no one to answer it.
Future looks plausible. You look ridiculous in those ba

nts. Musie-genre-of-the-month: Endless Sitar viff wit
imomy Page on whining mstrument,

Pisces (February 19- March 20) I have written this col-
umn in recond time. days are getring longer and you
are too, Pisces shall revel in all the glories of a new you.

Fantasy leads to high hopes leads to rejection and finally
defeat ar the har Oppressor. ]]cammt tell a lie,

ou will have a groovy January and perhaps even
bruary. | am waming you about the future. Live lon
and prosper. Music-genve-of-the-month: Generic M
Drivges that lzad to msanty,




